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Sri kAnaKadAsaRu 


(ondu cHintane) 


Kanakadasa 


For followers of DaAsaSahityA, Sri KanaKaDasaru is suParichaya. 
A poet, philosopher, composer, keerthanakaara, a HariDasa, a 
social reformer, Sri KanakaDasaru was a Kannadiga who lived 


during 15th century belonging to the tradition of HariDasa 
movement. 


Born in a place called BaADA village in the present Haveri (Dt.) of 
Karnataka State, Kanaka Dasaru originally Known as Thimmappa 
Nayaka was a Paalayagara collecting Tax/Revenue on behalf of 
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the Vijayanagar Empire. He was also a warrior helping the 
Kingdom during war times. 


Kanakadasaru who had a treasure of Gold (Kanaka) became 
popular as KanakaNayaka later as Kanakadasa, was 
philanthropist in sharing his treasure for philanthropic activities; 
He was instrumental in the installation of the famous temple of 
AadiKesavaRaya at Kagninele. 


Sri KanakaDasaru took his Deeksha from none other than Saint 
Sri VyasaRajaru and became his disciple. 


He was contemporary of eminent Saint personalities viz. Sri 
VadiRajaru, Sri Purandaradasaru, Sri Vijayeendra Theertharu who 
were in the august Sishya parivaara of Sri VyasaRajaru; and King 
Sri KrishnaDevaraya. 
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His candid and unique compositions used to be in Graamya 
bhaasha (rural language) in Kannada focused on the realities of 
day to day socio-economic life with a philosophical dimension for 
easy understanding and wisdom to the common man. 


His major literary compositions were, HariBhaktiSaara, 
NalaCharitre, RaAmaDhyana Charitre, MohanaTharangini, etc. 
Ankita for his divine compositions were given to BaadAadi Kesava 
and KaAginele AadiKesava. 


Taking inspiration from his spiritual preceptor Sri VyasaRajaru 
and contemporary divine poet Sri PurandaraDasaru, His 
(Kanakadasaru) divine compositions (Keertanas/Ugabhoga’) were 
focused on propagating Hari Bhakti; re-establishing Hari- 
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SArvottamatva; Vaayu Jeevottamatva; giving significance for 
Naama-Sankeertana. 


His quotes were highly philosophical. In one of his popular 
quotes, Sri KanakaDasaru says... 


“naanu hodare hodenu” "Sem BeoeBsd HeoeBends" 


Those were the golden words of Kanakadasaru; the three words 
has a world of meaning in itself; 


Once Sri VyasaRajaru poses a question to his disciples, “who 
among the scholars present could attain Salvation” Every one 
present was asked including KanakaDasaru for which he gave a 
firm answer the gist of which is... 


Naanu is Ahankaara; Egoism; 
Hodare > if it goes; 
Hodenu > that would lead to the path of salvation; 


wonderful thought explained in one sentence rather three words; 


Ego is the biggest enemy of human beings. A fool whose mind is 
deluded by egoism considers himself to be the doer; ignoring 
‘nAham kartA hariH kartA' 


Unhappiness comes from the sense of I and Mine; they indicate 
ignorance. 


The more we identify ourselves with little ‘I ‘(nANu) in us, more 
will be our problems and confusions in life. 


All our sufferings in the world are caused by our own ego centric 
misconception and consequent arrogance characterized by our 
ever multiplying demand for wealth and desires. 
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An individual though may be a scholar/learned person, cannot 
lead a path of salvation when he is packed with Ego; 


this was beautifully explained by Kanakadasaru in just three 
words in the august presence of Sri Vyasarajaru. 


In another beautiful philosophical composition, Sri KanakaDasaru 
eulogizes Hari Sarvottamatva and writes... 


1.de dreobolovrie, dale, areoboie... 

Are you a creature of illusion? or illusion your creation? Are you 
imbedded in Maya (illusion)? Or is Maya within YOU (God)? 
2.de Seadovrie, dew Seagp... 

Are you a part of the body? Or is the body a part of you? Are YOU 
reside inside the body? or Is the body inside YOU? 

3.woben suodbtevrin, svuabay woabelevrin... 

Is space within the house/habitation? Or the house/habitation 
within space? 

4.nobew Bvabdsdm Sobsadovrie... 

Or, are both space and the house/habitation within the sight of 
the seeing eye? 

5. Tabs whaovrio, wh sabddevrie... 


Is the vision an ability of mind (knowledge) (or) the mind is in the 
eye (depending on eye)?/ Is the eye within the mind? Or the 
mind within the eye? 
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6.dab3 wONvow dale,vrie BSob.. 
Or, are both the eye and the mind within you O; Lord SriHari? 


7. BAB VS Saovie, VSan Tadalovrie 
VAUD VS, Sobow BH, clovrie... 


Does sweetness lie in Sugar, or Sugar in sweetness? 
Or, do both sweetness and sugar lie in the tongue? 


8.86, DIaAevrin, HID BH, dlovrie... 


Is the tongue within the mind? Or the mind within the tongue? 


9.80, DVWNVSD ania vie woah... 


Or, are both the tongue (sense of taste) and the mind within 
You? O! God! SriHari the real source of knowledge; 
10. aMdAOW NoGae, NoGAdew HMDA... 


Does fragrance lie in the flower? Or the flower in fragrance? 


11.DMD NoGnvim woassiovrie... 


Or, do both the flower and fragrance lie in the nostrils? 


12.enmys SASIADOSesdoo0ah wuModgAvsv av rao vri 
I cannot say, O Lord Adikeshava of Kaginele, O! Peerless one (the 
one who is above comparison), are all things within you alone? 


Reality is - all things are within you! To explain it, is beyond my 
ability! So says Sri KanakaDasaru... 
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Though he belongs to Kuruba clan, he was a follower of 
Vishnavism having HariSarvottama-VaAyu Jeevottama jnyaAna 
and an advocate of Dvaita/TattvaVaada; 


He is believed and considered as an incarnation of Lord YaMa 
(YamaAmshasambhoota) 


yamaaMshasya paraabhaktyaa suprasannO hari: svayaM| 
yasyaachaaryO vyaasaraaya: taM vaMdE kanakaabhidhaM | 


TARR WAFA Teal SR: TaI| 
Uearaat CARAT: aT Ae Hetreprfsret | 
abairosa, Soaedea, ahadalae BO: Xado0| 


oddare, eocdoee GY, VOOAD : Bo Bode SrsoQGo| 


Sri KanakaDasaru & Sri Raghavendra Swamy 


Sri KanakaDasaru in his next birth born in a backward Varna had 
met Sri GuruRayaru (Mantralaya GuruSaarvabhouma Sri 
Raghavendra Swamy who was Sri VyasaRajaru in his previous 
incarnation) before leaving his mortal coil. 


Anecdote... 


Mantralaya GuruSarvabhouma Sri Raghavendra Swamy was born 
as VyasarajaRu in his previous life. Kanakadasa was one of his 
sincere disciples. During the lifetime of Sri Raghavendra Swamy, 
KanakaDasa had taken rebirth in a backward caste. When Sri 
Raghavendra was staying in Hanuman temple near Manvi for his 
chaturmasya Vratha, Kanaka, who in his new incarnation had 
become old, approached his spiritual master and prayed to him to 
grant salvation. 
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Guru Sri Raghavendra being happy to see his disciple of his 
previous birth, decided to make him purified as he was a great 
devotee of the lord and instructed him to present at the time of 
worshipping Sri MoolaRama Devaru the next day and asked him 
to bring whatever was possible for him to offer to Lord Moola 
Rama. Kanaka promptly followed his instruction and on the next 
day he placed before his Guru a handful of mustard seeds for 
being offered to the Deity. 


Although it was the month during which the use of mustard is 
prohibited, Sri Raghavendra Swamy knowing his devotion to the 
Lord, accepted the same from him and instructed the cook to use 
the same for the food to be prepared for being offered as 
Naivedya to Sri MoolaRama Devaru. 


Few days after this incident, Kanaka in his re-birth, left this world 
and attained salvation by the grace of his Guru and the Supreme 
God Sri HariSarvottama. 


Even to this day, the practice of using mustard even during 
month its usage is prohibited as a general rule, is continued in Sri 
Raghavendra Swamy Matha as a token of having been offered by 
KanakaDasaru and Sri GuruRajas grace on him. 


Notes... 


Kanakdasaru was YAMA himself, he was aware of RAYARU ... they 
had vishesha HARI seva opportunity through RAYARU as RAYARU 
carried vishesha VAYU sannidhi. So when he gave sasavi 
[mustards] to RAYARU. Rayaru used it in SRI RAMA prasaada 
even though it was Chaturmasa. 
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RAYARU accepted MUSTARDS from a SHUDRA [ KANAKADASA] 
he could have on the other hand refused and even got angry at 
shudra coming and offering him a nishiddha padartha and world 
would have taken it as right as he was a celebrated YATI of his 
times. But, on the contrary RAYARU accepted, not only accepted 
he ordered to be used in NAIVEDYA of MOOLRAMA .... this goes 
on to show that RAYRAU knew the likes and dislikes of RAMA ... 
RAMA wanted to accept the humble offerings of Aparoksha jn~ani 
SHUDRA KANAKDASA ... and Rayaru did the same. 


One priest from non RAYAR mutt visited RAYARU during 
chaturmasa to deliver some message to RAYARU. RAYARU after 
taking note of his plea gave him mantrakshate and requested the 
visitor to have food and then leave homewards. The priest visitor 
knowing that mustards are used in Rayar mutt ... avoided [he 
thought his vrata would get bhanga] and went back. 


While delivering the Rayaru’s message to his master, his master 
observed that mantrakshate had become black. Immediately 
master sent him back and asked him to take food and come back. 
That goes on to show that Bramhan agnya, Yati agnya is more 
important than vrata and niyama. [pramana is in the words of 
SURYA and YAMA in YAMA SMRUTT] 


Sri KanakaDasaru -— Visit to Udupi Kshethra 
KanakanakKindi 
(The story of SriKrishna turning towards West) 


It is a fabricated story. Udupi Krishna never turned. 


Story is like this... (Sangraha) 
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Once Sri Kanakadasaru went to Udupi Kshethra to have darshan 
of Sri Krishna paramatma. But as he was an antyaja (from a 
lowest caste), he was not allowed inside the temple for darshan. 
Having denied darshana, Kanakadasaru never repented. He had 
great respect for sampradaya. Even though he could not have 
direct darshana, he had darshana of Sri Krishna paramathma 
through his inner eyes. 


He was singing on the Western side of the temple. Throughout 
night he was doing SriHari bhajana. At that time, an earthquake 
happened and a small crack appeared on the wall of the temple. 
Through this crack, Kanakadasaru was able to have darshana of 
Sri Krishna paramathma. 


Sri Vadirajaru noticed this, having known the yogyate of Sri 
Kanakadasaru, and with due respects to the great Haridaasa, he 
made that crack enlarged on the wall as a window instead of 
having it plastered. Thus that window got the name “Kanakana 
kindi”. 
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However, a section of the society tried to say that, the lord Sri 
Krishna himself turned from East to west. This is not acceptable. 
Sri Krishna never turned. 


Aacharya Sri MadhwaRu had originally installed the icon of 
Krishna facing West only. All the shrines of Ashta mutts are also 
facing west at Udupi. The architectural plan of the temple and all 
the temples at Udupi also say that the idol facing West only. 


Sri Surottama Tirtharu, the poorvashrama brother of Sri 
Vadirajaru also has written in his Teeka on Sanyasa paddati that 
Acharya MadhwaRu had installed the idol of SriKrishna facing 
west. 


In view of the above, the idol turning from east to west is false 
and a mockup story. Even Kanakadasaru himself would not have 
agreed to go against the wishes of Acharya MadhwaRu. Sri 
Krishna paramathma, the Sarvottama knows the intentions of 
Vayudevaru (Sri Madhvacharya) who had installed him. This 
would be against Acharya Madhwa’s intentions, if one says to 
have Krishna Vigraha turned. 


Added to this — there is no reference from Haridasa sahitya or 
Vyasa sahitya that the idol of Sri Krishna turned. None of the 
Daasa Chatustaya, have recorded the turning of the idol. Even 
Kanakadasaru has not recorded it in any of his keerthanas. 


Notes... 


It is also false that Sri KanakaDasaru was tied to a pillar and 
punished and Sri Krishna turned to give darshan. No such an 
incident never took place. 
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KANAkKdasaru was not allowed inside temple. VAdirajaru gave him 
place outside the main TEMPLE wall to live and wall has a small 
opening created for KANAKA Dasaru to have darshan while 
performing his daily chores. 


nAham kartA hAriH kArtA 


Hari SArvottama — Vaayu Jeevottama 


Sri GuruRaajo Vijayate 
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